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Airservices officially opens new air traffic control tower in Melbourne 
 
Airservices new air traffic controller tower at Melbourne Airport was officially opened today by 
Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Warren Truss, and Airservices Chair Angus Houston AC, AFC 
(Ret’d). 
 
The new tower is Airservices fourth air traffic control tower to be equipped with the latest  
state-of-the-art technology.   
 
Airservices Chief Executive Officer, Margaret Staib said, “Airservices is committed to using the 
latest technology to safely and efficiently manage the movement of passenger aircraft across the 
country.  
 
“Moving from the traditional paper-based system to a new digital system will help to enhance our 
service delivery in Melbourne,” Ms Staib said. 
 
The new Melbourne tower stands 75 metres high and came at a cost of $19 million.  
 
The 360 degree tower cabin, mirrors the ‘glass cockpit’ concept of a modern jet aircraft and is the 
largest cabin to date in an Australian tower.  
 
The tower features 28 customised touch screens to provide information to air traffic controllers to 
perform operational tasks. The display system integrates flight and operational data, surveillance 
and voice communications into one, sophisticated tower-specific design.  
  
“The design and location of the new tower takes into account existing and future development at 
the airport and enhances our capability, ensuring that we are well placed to meet anticipated 
growth into the future,” Ms Staib said. 
 
An estimated 2600 cubic metres of concrete was used for the construction of the tower with more 
concrete being poured and laid below ground than is visible above ground.  
 
The foundation will help keep the tower stable in inclement weather with the tower able to 
withstand winds in excess of 200 km per. 
 
For high resolution video and still imagery, visit http://newsroom.airservicesaustralia.com 
(registration required). 
 
For media inquiries contact Airservices Media on (02) 6257 2828 or by emailing 
media@airservicesaustralia.com 
 
Get the latest news and updates via our Twitter account @AirservicesNews  
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